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International Notes, 


its eyes to developments in other countries where 
armed struggles have been occurring, struggles 
that it had looked to for models and lessons for its 
own - the Sandanistas in Nicaragua, the FMLN in 
El Salvador, the ANC and its Umkhonto we 
Sizwe in South Africa, the PLO in the Middle 
East. All of these movements have now negotiat- 
ed settlements and moved to other forms of 
working for the interests of their peoples, recog- 
nizing the relative unattainability of their aims 
through the armed struggles they had been con- 
ducting. In particular the attainment of those 
aims had become extremely difficult with the loss 
of vital allies in the former socialist countries and 
in the weakened non-aligned block of countries. 
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In none of these countries, it needs to be pointed 
out, have these shifts of struggle meant the extin- 
guishing or decisive weakening of the people’s 
movements. 

In the Philippines, in fact, the left, without an 
armed section, would remain in a strong position, 
especially if unity would be reached by the CPP, 
PKP and various other progressive and democrat- 
ic organizations. This is the greatest opportunity 
for the Filipino left, transcending an armed strug- 
gle that, however heroic, is likely to become 
increasingly isolated in the changed relationships 
in the world today. (J 


William Pomeroy 
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